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Solutions Hints Booklet

"The World's Knottiest Puzzle”

Mset Your Tangle . . ..........
General Hints

Tangle Shapes

Solution Hints




The Woeld's Wnottiest Puzzle-  WMeet Your Tangle

RUBIK'S™ Tangle™ is a mind-bending jigsaw in which
more than one piece will fit in any space and the
final picture is unknown.

All you have to do is put the pieces fogether to make
4 3 by 3 square with the colors properly finked.

There are only nine pisces, but thousande of
possibilities—and only ore solution.

You will need to use your wits to tie up the loase
ends and solve the puzzle. So be patient, the secret
of RUBIK'S™ Tangle™ takes some unraveling.

RUBLK'S™ Tangle™ has nine pieces.
Each piece has the same interweaving
design of four string shapes on each side.

Each string is a different color: purple,
red, yellow, or green. The colore are
arranged so that no two combinations are
the came, So on the nine pieces, all
eighteen sides are different.

Two strings meet each edge
of each pisce. There ace
twelve different color pairs
possible on the edgas.

Example: The color pales on this plece

are, in clookwise oeder starting from the top edge:
Red-Green; Purple-Green; Yellow-Red;
Purple-Yellow.



Meet Your Tangle

Quly pieces with an opposite color pairing will fit
alongside one another,

Example: A Red-Green pair will only fit against Green-Red.

The challenge is to make 2 3 by 3 square using all

nine pieces <o that afl the colors fink up.
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(Note this diagram
is purely illustrative
and is not the solution.)
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Geoneral Wints

First, the bad news—the only sure-fire way to solve
RUBIK'S™ Tangle™ is to systematically try different
arrangements until you solve it.

The good news is that by using a little wit and
wisdom, some short cuts can be deduced.

The biggest hint would be to give the colution, but
then there would be no challenge. Short of that,
here are some of the short cuts.

First get to know the foar differeat string shapes
that form the pattern. Thay are:

~1\D

The Curve  The Straight  The Wiggle  The Hoak



General Hints

Where a piece is needed fo fit with two others, place
any piece ia the space o you can see which shapes
can link the colors.

Example: To fit in
the space, the piece
must have 2 Yellow
Curve, Red Siraight,
and Greed Wiggle.

Remembering the namas of the shapes makes it
easier to find 2 piece that will fit when searching
through the remaining pieces. If there isn't
one that fits, then at least one of the pieces
already placed Is wrong.

Goneral Wints

When four different colars appear on the edges of
two pieces bordering a space, thare may be two
different pieces that will fit. In both cases, the
wiggle will be the same color.

Example:

You may find that you have put 7 pieces together,
but that the last two don't fit. Don't give up!
Check to see if one or both of thase pieces can
replace one already in position. If co, you'll have
new possibilities which may allow you to salve
the puzzle.



Beneral Hints

Familiarity with the shapes also helps you to spot
when no piece can fif,

Example: No shape can
link the red strings In
these diagrams.

Oeneral Hints

Identify the pieces by numbering and marking each
side (use sticky tabs or 2 pencil). This helps to
solve the puzzle systematically.

Record the pieces by drawing two small tables for
pach one, Mark the color of the shapes and note the
color pairs on each edge of each side as shown here.

Piece #1: Front Piece #1: Back
1 EIIRE
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Using this chart, you can see which pieces have
a certain color pair you may be looking for.

Examining and listing the pieces may help you
spot anything unuseal that might give you a clue
to the solution. For example, there are no
Yellow Straights.



General Wints

Now think sbout the problem. Look at the
information you have. See what you might be able
to infer about the solution from this. For example,
you know:

® The answer Is a 3 by 3 square. This means that the
central piece connects with four others; the center of
each side with three; and the corners with two.

® There are no Yellow Straights. How can the Yellow
Curves, Wiggles and Hooks be arranged in the
answer? Try arranging the pieces by joining
the yellow strings and not worrying about the
other colors.

® There Is only one solation, Maybe the piece that goes
in the center is unique.

Experiment with the pieces using this information.
There are some practice shapes on the opposite page.

Tangled Shapes

The more familiar you become with the pieces and
the way they fit together, the zasier you will find it
to solve the puzzle.

For practice, try making various simple shapes such
as different 2 by 2 squares, 2 by 3 rectangles, and
the various shapes shown here. You can also try
inventing your own shapes.
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While making these shapes, don’t forget to try
converting them into a 3 by 3 square if they ook
promising. You might just solve the puzzle without
any more hints!



Solution Rints

These final hints follow from the informatian given
at the end of the General Hints.

The solution is 2 3 by 3 square. One of the pisces
must fit in the center. Try each piece as the center
and fry fo fit the othere around it. Don’t woery
about the orientation of the center piese because it
is always surrounded by the other pieces in oae way
or the other.

Solution Wints

There are only Yellow Curves, Wigales and Hooks.
On the sides needed to solve the puzzle, they divide
evenly. There are three of each in the solution.

You may find that having almost completed the
square, the last piece fits with two colors but the
other two colors need to be swapped.

This is the key to solving the puzzle. If you have
recorded the pieces as suggested, you may have
noticed something unique about one of the pisces.
That piece is central to the solution.

If you have not recorded the pieces or cannot spot
the unique piece, try to do so before reading the
last hint on the next page.



Solution Wints

There is only one piace that hae two color pairs on
opposite edges the came on both sides. The other
two pairs both reverse if the pieca is turnad over.

It has a Yellow Curve, Purple Straight, Red Wiggle,
and Green Hook on one cide, and a Green Curve,
Purple Straight, Red Wiggle, and Yellow Hook on
the other.

To solve the puzzle, this unique piece must be placed
in the center position.

We leave you to discover which eide is used for the
solution.... Happy Untangling!
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RUBIK'S™ Tangle™ is just one of 2 series of
exciting puzzles designed to challenge the mind and
capture your imagination. With amazing movement of
color and pieces, each puzzle offers an intricate
challenge that is hard to put down. And just in case
it has you stumped, each puzzle comes with 2
Solution Hints Booklet to help you master the challenge.

Look for these other popular RUBIK'S™ puzzles. . .

RUBIK'S™ Magic™—The Amazing, Folding Puzzlel™
Multi-hinged, Plexiglas panele will amaze you

with their folding action. Flip, fold and roll the
ring-patterned panels to connect the rings and solve
the puzzle. Keep up the fun by creating fascinating
figures and shapes. A mystifying, mesmerizing
challenge!
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$™ Triamid™-The Pyramid of Puzzling Fual™
sef, this colorful puzzle offers houre of fun.
ed eryetals and four coonecting cubes pop
back together again to make multiple

but only a single solution. A creative,

¢ challenge!

8™ Transfermable Snake™—

stable Puzzle of Shapes!™

s of shapes take form with thie fwistable
allenge. Solutions range from existing
d figures to your own creations.

" Mini-Cube™~The Not-So-Litile Challenge!™
prigingly challenging at half the size. Still with

u of combirations, only one solution.

ortable of puzzles!

\ d &»

3

114

RUBIK'S™ Cube"™~

The Ultimate Brain Teaser!”

The best selling puzzle in history
continues to fascinate young and

old alike. The unique turning action
and simple color concept make
RUBIK'S™ Cube™ an addictive challenge
that's impossible to put down!

© 1996 Qddz0n Products lnc. Manafactured for and distributed
by Oddz0n Produets Inc. RUBIK'S™ is 2 tradsmark of

Seven Towas Ltd. used under icense. All Rights Reserved.
0ddzCn Produets Inc., Campbell, CA 95009.

Printed in Hong Kong.





